
 Ramsey House

Located at 2614 Thorngrove Pike
865-546-0745  ramseyhouse.org
wed–sat: 10am–4pm  

Admission fee or Combo pass

Ramsey House is the second-oldest building 
in the Knoxville area, and is extraordinary 
for its stone construction, in an era of log 
cabins and simple frame houses.

Believed to be the first building ever 
constructed mostly of Tennessee marble, 
the house is one of only two surviving works 
credited to London-trained architect  
Thomas Hope.

Swan Pond, as it was known in the 1790s, 
when there was indeed a large pond nearby, 
was the home of Pennsylvania-raised Francis 
Alexander Ramsey (1764–1820), a prominent 
figure in early county and state government. 
One son, W.B.A. Ramsey, was mayor of 
Knoxville in the late 1830s, and was later 

Tennessee secretary 
of state. Another son, 
J.G.M. Ramsey, author 
of Ramsey’s Annals, 
was arguably Tennessee’s 
first comprehensive state 
historian. Both spent 
much of their youth in 
this house.

The Ramseys left 
Knoxville during the Civil 

War—despite their Pennsylvania roots, they 
were secessionists—abandoning the house and 
eventually selling it. Upon J.G.M. Ramsey’s 
return to town in the 1870s, he lamented the 
condition of the house in a poem.

First marked as a historic site by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution in 
1927, it has been maintained as a museum 
house since 1952, and it is one of the most 
intact historic homes of its era, including 

several original furnishings including 
furniture made by Tennessee’s earliest 
cabinetmakers. The collection also includes 
Chippendale antiques once owned by the 
Ramseys. Vintage “Base Ball” games in 
period uniforms are staged on the grounds 
during warmer months. Playing by 1864 rules 
and adopting original Knoxville team names 
adds authenticity to this distinctly American 
historical re-enactment.

Overall, the site now encompasses more 
than 100 acres including a Visitor Center and 
picnic areas. 
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J.G.M. Ramsey

The first building of Tennessee marble, Ramsey House (1797) stands near old quarries

h
is

t
o

r
ic

 h
o

m
e

s

23



 Blount Mansion

Located at 200 West Hill Avenue
865-525-2375  blountmansion.org
spring–fall tues–fri : 9:30am–5pm 

sat: 10am–2pm  winter hours vary 

Admission fee or Combo pass

Built in 1792, Blount Mansion has been 
claimed to be the first frame house built west 
of the Appalachian Mountains. Its survival is 
remarkable, considering that in 1925 it was a 
slum, almost razed for parking for the nearby 
Andrew Johnson Hotel project.

It was the home of territorial Governor 
William Blount and his wife, Mary, who is 
believed to have had some inf luence on its 
Eastern-style design, with glass windows then 
rare in this part of the country. According to 
tradition, the Native Americans called it “the 
House with Many Eyes.”

William Blount lived here for most of 
his gubernatorial tenure, and presumably 
entertained exotic guests here, like inf luential 
botanist Andre Michaux and—though 
proof is sketchy—future “Citizen King” 
Louis Philippe, who was at least brief ly in 
Knoxville in 1797. The Blounts also lived 
here at the time of the Tennessee’s first 
constitutional convention in 1796, in which 
Blount played a leading role, and during his 
short tenure as one of the new state’s first 
U.S. senators—abbreviated by accusations of 
treason, prompted by the discovery of Blount’s 
involvement in a complicated plot to enlist 
British help to seize Spanish Louisiana. He 
died here in 1800, his wife two years later.

The house was later home to the confusingly 
named Willie (pronounced “Wiley”) Blount, 
William Blount’s much-younger half-brother, 
who lived here when he served as third 
governor of Tennessee, 1809 to 1815. Willie 
Blount expanded the house significantly.

Still later, the landmark was home to the 
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Boyd family, which included Samuel Beckett 
Boyd, mayor of Knoxville from 1847 to 1851. 
Reputed Confederate spy Belle Boyd stayed 
here in the dramatic summer of 1863. The 
Boyds remodeled the house with Victorian 
f lourishes, including a broad porch.

The house, neglected or forgotten as a 
landmark, became a f lophouse in the early 
20th century, and word that it was going to be 
demolished was mourned by only a few.

However, a renovation effort led by 
neighbor Mary Boyce Temple brought it to 
the public’s attention, and by the end of the 
1920s, it was a much-visited shrine.

The word “Mansion” may seem 
misleading. It’s actually a small house, simple 
in construction, suggesting a life of bare 
essentials. The word was probably applied 
in retrospect to indicate that it was the home 
of governors. The house has been subject to 
multiple interpretations and architectural 
research over the years. Current scholarship 
suggests that William and Mary Blount lived 
very simply here, albeit with the help of slaves.

The house was actually made of sawn 
lumber to meet Mary Blount’s requirement 
of “a proper wooden house.” The detached 
kitchen is a recreation of a common 

eighteenth-century kitchen, located on the 
site of the original structure. The Governor’s 
Office was a typical “law office” of the 
1790s, built right on the edge of State Street. 
The cooling shed was excavated during an 
archaeological dig in the 1950s, and the shed 
roof was rebuilt under the supervision of the 
National Park Service. Blount Mansion is 
today Knoxville’s only National Landmark, a 
building federally protected from destruction.

Throughout the year, Blount Mansion 
offers a wide variety of programs highlighting 
significant revolutionary-related themes, 
as well as legends, customs, and myths, 
particularly around Halloween and the 
Christmas season.

One of Blount’s visitors here was French botanist-spy André MichauxOf Knoxville’s approximately 200 houses in 1800, Blount Mansion is the only survivor
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